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2019 DMPA Results 

David Maher Award for Small Schools 
Awarded to the best individual entry from a small school (less than 25 enrolled students) 

 

WINNER 
 
Lachlan Spence, 11 
Booligal Public School, 
Booligal NSW 
 
Forgotten Tree 
I hear a loud noise to my side, 
I fly towards it, using sound as a guide, 
The land is barren and no good for crops, 
Then all of a sudden the noise stops, 
I land on a branch so i can see, 
Alone in my forgotten tree. 
  
A rusty ute was making the sound 
A man steps out, onto dry ground, 
His ute must have run out of fuel, 
I notice his finger bares a jewel, 
It glitters in the sun so I see, 
Alone in my forgotten tree. 
  
If I could swoop right down with speed, 
I'd grab that jewel a prize indeed, 
I need to think of a masterplan, 
To steal it from this lonely man, 
It would be easy I can see, 
Alone in my forgotten tree. 
  
I see his face and it looks sad, 
if I steal that jewel,  I will feel bad, 
I realise that this man is alone, 
And a long way from his home, 
His life is the same as mine I see, 
Alone in my forgotten tree. 
  
For days on end I watch this man, 
I see him suffer, his face is bland, 
The process is so very slow, 
Oh how I wish he would just go, 
In the night he dies, I see, 
Alone in my forgotten tree. 
  
I watch the Goanna's feed on him, 
The foxes too, when the light is dim, 
His memory is haunting me, 
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Alone in my forgotten tree, 
There I see his bones sink in, 
I choose to leave the ring with him, 
  
Alone in my forgotten tree. 

 
 
Judge Comment:  
  
A complex poem from bird’s eye view, exploring the use of symbolism, rhyme and repetition. 

 
 

mailto:dorotheamackellar@bigpond.com

